GFIA Panel Seminar

Empowering MENA drought management
through data innovation

Date and time: February 16, 2016, from 15:40 to 16:55
?? . Venue: Global Forum for Innovations in Agriculture (GFIA) - Innovation
~ Theatre, ADNEC, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
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Background
< %‘ﬁ% ;32;;3“3 Drought is a worldwide threat to food and water security and is a constant presence in
in agriculture the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. Recent droughts reveal the gaps and
limitations in drought management in the region and emphasize the urgent need to
support the governments and people in these countries in developing efforts to manage
. the impacts of these extreme events. This need is further heightened by any analysis of
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e International Center for future climate conditions in the region.

Biosaline Agriculture

(ICBA), United Arab The Middle East and North Africa-Regional Drought Management System (MENA
Emirates RDMS) will harness the enormous innovations from the ongoing data revolution to bring
e Food and Agriculture limate/water/food dat it of itori d | . t Th
Organization of the new climate/water/food data as part of monitoring and early warning systems. These are
United Nations (FAO) vital components in implementing preparedness and mitigation measures. It will serve
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the region by:

o Establishing a regional drought monitoring and early warning system and
associated information delivery systems.

» Providing assessment of drought vulnerabilities and impacts.

o Assist officials in charge of mitigation and relief efforts in developing effective
drought preparedness and response plans.

Seminar Objectives

o To discuss the needs of agribusinesses and small holders in managing the impacts
of droughts in MENA region.

o To detail the possibilities offered by new data sources for tackling the complexities
of drought management.

e To examine the role of donors and international organizations in helping
communities mitigate the impacts of drought.

International Center for Biosaline Agriculture - ICBA is an international, non-profit organization that aims to strengthen agricultural productivity in
marginal and saline environments through identifying, testing and facilitating access to sustainable solutions for food, nutrition and income security.
www.biosaline.org



